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In a West Village residence overlooking
the Hudson River, Clodagh
creates a refined modern haven

SRYEHION DESIAN CLODASH
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WwiSHAL FEAST
Anchoring the ving roam cove are back-to-back sofas frorm Flexform atop a custom
rug from Tufenkian; Clodagh designad the pattam to offsat the angle of the window

wall. The mitrorimage seating arrangements with moecular, low-maintenanca
soffos tables welcoms large parties and small (think black tie to Sunday night
football), A gutsy floor Jamp frem Ralph Pucel adds spirit.
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TORES AMD TEXTURES

Top: In the living room, twa art ledges house tracking for a
photograph that slidze to reveal a flat-sereen TV, Above: To s¢i
the aesthetic tone for the aprrtment, Clodagh commissicined
artist Louise Crandell to kand finish a foyar wail in combed
papier-miiché. Lefr: A post-industrial French bar from the
Marché aux Puces in Paris is easily accessible from the living
room, dining room, and kitchen. opposite: Hanging over the
custom dining table is a chandelier by Jo Whiting, who makes
lighting fixturas of individual, paperthin porcelain tiles.
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SECOND SIGHT? INNER VISION? WHATEVER YOU WANT TO CALL IT,
Irish-born designer Clodagh has a sixth sense for creating unique
design harmonies—as her clients happily attest. The earthily
modern, family friendly, art-filled West Village apartment with
gobsmacking Hudson River vistas and elegant mid-century accents
that she designed for David J. Wine and Michael MacElhenny is
just the latest example. The couple’s first-ever downtown (read
contemporary) residence, it reveals Clodagh’s particular practical
magic: deft spatial organization, unexpected material invention,
super smart product design, and expertly choreographed light and
color, all in the gervice of effortless functionality couched in deep,
deep comfort. Having worked with Wine on three projects during
his years as vice chair of Related Companies (he launched Oliver's
Realty Group in 2010}, she knew that “he has uber-good taste. So
does Michael,” she says. “Because they have such good taste, and
because we already knew what they liked, it was an easy process.”

Clodagh explains that the couple wanted & place to host family
and friends, with a quiet spot for work and study and ample
display space for their art. That, in a glass-walled, 3,250-square-foot,
two-bedroom bombshell of style replete with custom and tightly
curated mid-century furnishings {Hans Wegner's Papa Bear chair,
Noguchi's Akari lamp, Borge Mogensen’s dining chairs and Hansen
barstools from Wyeth, among them), objects, and eye-popping art, is
precisely what she gave them.

Clodagh believes in “defining space without confining space,
and designing the complexities out of the surroundings.” She’s made
those maxims manifest here, from an opening spatial gambit of foyer,
powder room, closet, and pantry (solving a feng shui issue) to fumniture
selection and placement for partners who love to entertain. “The
color in each room promotes the activity,” she adds. That’s true both
micro, in the pillows’ saturated splashes, and macro, in a terra-cotta
red pantry and fresh blue-gray laundry. From hand-troweled plaster
to combed papier-méché finishes, the touch of the hand—a Clodagh
signature—enhances interior Views.  see Resources.
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CLODAGH's

TALK ABOUT DESIGNING WOMEN. CLODAGH PUTS HER SHAPING HAND TO

almost every class of product we might use daily in our domestic environ-

ments. She emphasizes the sustainabie, the modern, the functional. She

prefers the distinctive, the different, the enduring. From hardware to rugs,

light fixtures, textiles, and even her first love, fashion, she gives to design the

best of design: beautiful solutions for the tasks of everyday living. As a citizen of the world,
she also believes in what she terms “philanthropomania.” Through clodaghcares.org, she
supports school projects in Kenya; healthcare initiatives in Ecuador; and primate protection
in Cameroon. Now that’s a woman with a grand design.
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