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Aragonés

by Miguel Angel Aragonés

Hew York: Rizzoli Internotional
Publications, 375

430 Pages, 250 eolor lustrations

It is always 3 delight to come across a bock
filied with images of sfunning buildings
and interiors, especially when you
nave never seen any of them be-
fore, and mos! especially when
Treir designer is unknown 1o
you. Where has the talented
SeAor Aragonés sprung from?
Som in 1962 in Mexice City
and self-taught, he nas Jec-
tured a1 2 number of international architecture schools and
faught at Mexico’s Unwversidad Andhuac and the Colegia Oficial de
Arguitectos Yasco-Navano in Bilbao, Spain. He 2iso participated
in the first Bienal Macional de Arguitectura Mexizana sponsored in
part by his native city's Instituto Macional de Bellas Artes. The desigrer's work
comprises white-watled lyrical geometries, selectively epen o the sun during
the day, uminaled in strong colors at night. In his foreword, Michagl Soridn
suggests influences from Dar Flavin, Richard Meier, Richard Neulra, Carlo Scarps,
James Turrell, Lisdwig Mies van des Rohe, and Robert Yenfuri. But the Aragonés
amalgam, as Sorkin rightly says, "is sirikingly his own.”

The book shows 14 Aragongs designs, Most are residential, but perhaps the
standout is Hotel Encanto in the Las Brisas section of Acapulco de ludrez. We
are treated 1o 54 mosily single-image pages of the Encanto. I was built "with
few respurces, economic materials, and focal labor,” yel it "is also a great laby-
finth, whose exits open out onto and are compleied by the ocean.” The book
itself is an enchantment, with floos slans, locations, dates, and square footages
ait relegzied 1o an appendix, Jeaving much of it uninterrupied by text, When
words appear (in both Spanish and Fnglish), blecks of tyoe are appropriately
arranged in compositions we may soon be calling Arzgonian. Let Sorkin have
the penullimate word: "A discovery has been made and—seemingly out of no-
where—my sense of possible architectures greafly enlarged.” Which leaves the
fast word 1o Aragonés himsell: "Architeciure envelops, blankets us, This is the
essence of its nobility and power.”

Designers Abroad: Inside
the Vacation Homes of Top
Decorators

by Michele Keith

New York: Monocelli Press, 350

224 pages, 200 color illustrations

Seeing what designers have dong for their
own houses is always interesting; seeing
what they have done for their private get-
aways can be even more so. Here are the
retreats of 26 designiers in 15 countries.
Thomas Barilei’s house in Lz Peditz de jzltemba. Mexico, mixes Poruauese
chairs, an 18th-century French chest, rugs from Daxaca and india, and a weaith
of talaverg poitery on traditional terra-cotta floors. Interior Design Hali of fame
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member Trisha Wilson escapes from Dallzs &bl the way 1o Vaaiwater, South
Africa, where, within sand-colored, hand-plasiered walls, she enjoys wigven-
grass 1ugs, indigenous masks, and Zulu telephone wire baskets. Fences keep
out the fiens.

Ciedagh. another Hall of Famer, goes back to Ballinspittie in her native ieland,
where she restored 2 300-year-old stone cowshed, juxtaposing a stee) faced
firepiace with Connemara mountain sheepskins, a coliection of old boat prope!-
ters, and furnifure, rugs, and cusiom lamps by the designer and her children.
Wher: luan Montoya relurns o Begotd, Colombia, e heads to an apartment
featusing pre-Columbian sculpiure, lambskin-padded closet doors, and elabo-
rately carved anc gilded (but empiy) picture frames,
fuan Pablo Molynewr's Paris flai in the Marais boasts walls
covered in silk damas, gilt-wood sconces, Russian

manogany chairs, and tall bronze lamps on Low's
XV tables. Tapesiries, too. Micz Erfegun, another

1o relax with whitewashed walis, native ceramic
tiles, wiite canvas sailing over an cuideor din-
ing area, and 2 coflection of framed calligraphy.

The Innocence of Objects
by Orhan Pomuk

New York: Abrams, 535

272 pages, 526 color illustrations

Hali of Fame membey, retreals to Bodrum, Tufkey,

!
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